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Introduction

Abu Dhabi’s school admission policy is governed by the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK),
ensuring that educational institutions operate in compliance with high standards. This policy aims to provide equitable,
transparent, and efficient access to quality education for all students, whether Emirati or expatriate. This policy defines
key aspects such as age requirements, grade placement, transfer regulations, and inclusivity for students of
determination. Parents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with this policy, adhere to admission timelines, and
prepare necessary documentation to secure their child’s enrollment. This structured approach ensures that students
are placed appropriately, promoting academic success and smooth integration into Abu Dhabi’s vibrant educational
landscape. The French curriculum is designed to follow the French National Education System, adhering to the
guidelines set by the Ministére de I'Education Nationale in France. LFITM caters to French expatriates, Francophone
families, and others who value a globally recognized education with a French cultural foundation.

Purpose

The admission policy serves as a framework to ensure fairness, consistency, and accessibility across the LFITM. Its
primary objectives include:

Ensuring Equal Opportunity: To provide all students, regardless of nationality, background, or ability, equitable access
to quality education.

Standardizing Procedures: To establish clear, uniform guidelines for age placement, transfer requirements, and
documentation, enabling a seamless and transparent admission process.

Regulating Student Placement: To ensure that students are placed in appropriate grades and based on their age, prior
educational background, and academic readiness.

Promoting Inclusivity: To create an inclusive education system that accommodates students of determination and
additional learning needs and supports their integration into inclusive education.

Key Features of the French Curriculum
1.Structure: The French curriculum is divided into cycles, emphasizing progressive learning:

Cycle 1: Ecole Maternelle (Nursery / Preschool):

e Toute Petite Section (TPS): 2—3 years old.
® Petite Section (PS): 3—4 years old.
® Moyenne Section (MS): 4-5 years old.
® Grande Section (GS): 5-6 years old.
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Cycle 2: Ecole Elémentaire (Primary):

® CP (Cours Préparatoire): 6-7 years old.
e CE1 (Cours Elémentaire 1): 7-8 years old.
e CE2 (Cours Elémentaire 2): 8-9 years old.

Cycle 3: College (Middle School):

e CM1 (Cours Moyen 1): 9-10 years old.
e CM2 (Cours Moyen 2): 10-11 years old.
® 6éme to 3éme: Ages 11-15

Cycle 4: Lycée (High School):
® 2nde, lere, Terminale: Ages 15-18,
2.Language Focus:

® Instruction is primarily in French, with English and Arabic offered as additional languages.
e Students can achieve multilingual proficiency by graduation.

3.Global Recognition:

e The Baccalauréat is recognized worldwide for university admissions.
® |t emphasizes critical thinking, in-depth subject knowledge, and cultural awareness.

Age Criteria
The French Embassy with ADEK approval specify the age at which students can enter different grade levels:

Nursery: 2 years old by 31 of December
FS1/Pre-KG: 3 years old by 31 of December
KG1: 4 years old by 31 of December

KG2: 5 years old by 31 of December
Grade 1: 6 years old by 31 of December

Transfer Rules
Students transferring from another school in Abu Dhabi or a different emirate must provide a Transfer Certificate.

Students transferring from outside the UAE must have their certificates attested by the Ministry of Education, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and UAE Embassy in the issuing country.

Required Documents:
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e Student’s and parents' Emirates IDs (original and copies).

® Passports and residency visas for the student and parents.

e Birth certificate (attested if issued outside the UAE).

® Previous school report cards (last two years, if applicable).
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e Transfer certificate (attested, if applicable).
e Vaccination and medical records.

Admission Process

1. Application Submission: Parents must complete the school’s online application form and submit required
documents.

2. Registration Fee: A non-refundable registration fee is required to reserve a spot.
Entrance Tests/Interviews: LFITM conducts entrance tests and/or interviews to assess the child’s readiness for
the grade level. Tests are typically in core subjects such as French and Mathematics.

Admission for POD/ ALN students

Children of all abilities are accepted into LFITM. Families who are interested in having their child in our school are
given an equal opportunity for admission.
® LFITM prioritizes the attendance of ALN students and their siblings at the school.
® LFITM requests original clinical assessment reports from parents completed by a specialist.
® The inclusion team meets the parents and the child to accommodate their needs and evaluate the level of
required support intervention.
e Parents are required to provide all information and assessments to support our evaluation of their child’s
needs.
e Review of all diagnostic and evaluative reports, observations of the child in their current setting and meetings
with specialists working with the child is necessary to ensure the correct placement and a successful
transition.

Every application will be considered based on the child's ability and aptitude. The registration or admission form will
enable the parents to give details of their child's disability. LFITM will treat every application in a fair, open-minded
way. LFITM will request from the parents the medical reports, educational psychologist reports and any other report
which assesses the child's disability so that the team can make an assessment of the reasonable adjustments that
would be needed in order to provide adequately for the child's physical and educational needs. The team will inform
the parents of their decision and give details of the reasonable adjustments they are prepared to make. If LFITM will
not be able to provide adequately or appropriately for the child's physical and educational needs the team gives
reasons why the offer of a place will not be made.

In this case, LFITM considers the inability to meet the needs of the ALN student, so the team submits an inability to
accommodate notification to ADEK and the parents within 7 days of the admission decision being issued.

In case of no available places: A waiting list will be maintained and when a place becomes available, the needs of a
student with ALN will be fully evaluated to establish if it is possible for the school to accommodate their needs.
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